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Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph’s, Birtley
Incorporating:
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington; Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw;
St Bede’s, Usworth; St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph’s, Birtley
Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583 sj23office01@gmail.com

In the Partnership of Benedict
Birtley, Chester-le-Street, Penshaw, Sacriston, Washington

Second Sunday of Advent
5/6 December 2020, Year B
“One mightier than I is coming after me..." Mark 1:1-8
As I read and re-read this week's Gospel one phrase jumped out. I attempted to put it to one side but it
was determined, “One mightier than I is coming after me..." (Mark 1:7-8)
Mightier than I? John was wandering in the desert dressed only in sackcloth and surviving on locusts
and a few wild plant bulbs. Hardly an image of might. But, of course, John is referring to his preaching.
And he was indeed a mighty preacher. Yet we know from non-biblical sources that there were many
preachers of John's style preaching at the same time. What made him different was his many devout
followers. There was clearly something about John that drew people to him, something that went
deeper than that of the other prophetic preachers of the day. Something that preceded his preaching.
When we pause and reflect we see that this something is reinforced by Christ himself, and also by
those that followed him. Particularly those we acknowledge today as saints. In looking at Jesus' saints
as a whole we will notice a common denominator. One that is foundational to John the Baptist and
permeates the life of every saint that followed Christ, whatever their particular charism.
This underlying, unspoken principle, one that should also be fundamental to our lives as Christians
today, can be seen in the life of more recent saints too, such as Padre Pio and Mother Teresa of
Calcutta.
One of the many stories told about Padre Pio is related to his behaviour in the confessional. He was
noted for spending many hours in the confessional box without a break, listening and advising
penitents. It is said that he could spend up to 12 hours without a break, eating plain boiled potatoes to
sustain him as he patiently listened to each penitent in the endless queue, many of whom had travelled
from around the world to have him hear their confession. Similarly, Mother Teresa would wander the
streets of Calcutta in the middle of the night aiding those literally laying in the gutter. With her small frail
hands she would raise their heads and speak words of love into their ears. She would then arrange for
them to be taken to one of her homes where her sisters would tend to their wounds and illnesses while
continuing to speak to them of God's love for them.
Two very different images of sainthood. Yet they both have a fundamental similarity, one that John the
Baptist also possessed. It is what first drew people to him and which made Padre Pio and Mother
Teresa Saints of the Church. In essence, they lived what they preached.
John's call to prepare for the coming of the Messiah was heeded, but not because he merely said it.
First, the people had to realise and acknowledge he was the real thing. It was only once the people
realised this that they then gave him their ear. It was the manner that John lived his life that
demonstrated his sincerity and truthfulness. (Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)
He lived a harsh life, without any of the niceties of life or the comforts of wealth, to show them what was
really important. Then, and only then, did they listen to him. If he lived a life that was contrary to his
preaching the people would have seen straight through him and simply walked by.
Today, two thousand years later, this same principle is still fundamental for each and every follower of
Christ, To follow Christ is to be a spiritual John the Baptist. Like him the way we live our lives is the
precursor to evangelisation. Without living a life that reflects our beliefs we are fooling ourselves and
doing a great disservice to the faith we profess.
As many of you know, as a young man I left seminary and held several different jobs before eventually
returning to seminary a decade later. While I worked I seldom mentioned my faith to work colleagues.
However, on two separate occasions over the years I heard our faith discussed, by different types of
people in very different circumstances. On both occasions it always came down to the same thing. It
was not Dogma, Theology or even Philosophy that focused their attention. It was how the ordinary
Catholics they knew lived their faith. Sadly, it was negative in both instances. The Catholics they knew
did not live in a way that reflected a life lived in Christ and they were quick to point it out. This, in their
minds, was sufficient to turn away and look no further. Sad as this may be it does teach us an important
point - It shows us that the faith we profess is always under the scrutiny of others. Not only those people
we work with, but everyone that knows us at any depth. Like John the Baptist, we are the means by
which others will first see the face of Christ .
It is a grave responsibility that we each carry. We must consistently show the love of Christ in a sincere
and genuine way. In a way that others can grasp. This means transforming the sackcloth and ashes of
John the Baptist into words and deeds of Kindness and Hope, We should seek to enlighten the darker
parts of life with the Hope of Everlasting Joy, while at the same time making it clear that the paradox of
coexisting suffering and joy is the reality of a Christian life.
So as we prepare to welcome the child Jesus be mindful that you are a soldier of Jesus Christ. You are
a soldier in the Army of the Righteous. Unlike regular armies this army does not have leave periods. It is
a full-time career, in the strictest sense. You are always standing on the Battlefield of Love, fighting evil
in all its horrid forms. You are fighting for your salvation, but it is in how you share Christ’s love with
others which is your weapon and ammunition. And most importantly, like John the Baptist and all the
saints, remember that the manner in which you live your life will be the first witness you give for Christ
and his Faith.
Have a Happy and Blessed Christmas
Fr Martin

Mary, Mother of the Church
Mary our Mother, be with your
faithful people
Protect Pope Francis in his efforts
to renew our church
Bring healing and peace to all victims
of abuse and injustice
Give courage to our faithful priests
Strengthen our faith,
confident that Jesus will be
with His church to the end of time.
Amen.
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WE CONTINUE TO LIVE-STREAM MASSES AT 10am, EVERY DAY.
Please follow this link to access live streaming of Mass from one of our Churches:
https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
From Sunday 6 December when you go onto the Church Services TV page for our parish you will
see that there are two labels which refer to the two different cameras used for streaming. These
cameras are labelled with the days of the week on which they are used – see below. Click on the
appropriate tab for the day and you will be taken to the live stream.

The 10am Mass is available to view on a PC, laptop, iPod, iPhone, Android Tablet or Mobile, etc.
In the near future it is hoped that it will be possible to view the Mass on a smart TV with the use of a
ROKU stick (available from Curry’s PC World for around £30) (Some smart TVs may have ROKU
built in – Hisense being one example).
Take this opportunity to experience one or more of the live-streamed Masses from your
local Church.

Evening Prayer and Reflection
During Advent there is an opportunity for us to join together for prayer and reflection, which will be
streamed on our Facebook page. Please take time to join us evenings at 6pm by following the link
below:
https://www.facebook.com/ParishStJohn23/
READINGS AVAILABLE
This Sunday’s readings are available to follow during Mass, or to read/print at a later time.
Just click on this link
https://universalis.com/20201206/mass.htm

Church Services TV app
There is now also a Church Services TV app available for Apple and Android devices. This app can be
downloaded free of charge in the usual way.
To find our parish open the app, click on England then View Churches. Scroll down the list of churches
until you find: “St John XXIII Parish, the Catholic Churches in Washington and Penshaw”
Make this your home page and it will be available as soon as you open the app. Instructions on how to
make it your home page can be accessed through a link at the bottom of the opening screen.

Private prayer in the Benedict Partnership
There is an opportunity for private prayer for 30 minutes before Mass on the days Mass is being celebrated. If you have not
booked for Mass, you may be asked to leave the Church if all reserved places at Mass are taken. Thank you for your help
Charity Registration Number: 1143450
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Celebrating Mass Together

Please note the new days and times of Masses
at all our Churches
At the present moment, our Bishops have said that there
is no ‘obligation’ to actually ‘attend’ mass in a church. We
are however, able to join together to celebrate via our
streamed mass, if you find that helpful.
In line with government requirements, if you attend church parishioners MUST wear a face covering. Seating arrangements are
clearly marked; however, accommodation is limited therefore once the maximum number has been reached then no one else will be
able to enter. Note: Please do not arrive for Mass on a Sunday unless you have received confirmation of a place.

Registering for Mass at our Churches
There are now many more opportunities to attend Mass in our Parishes especially during weekdays. Please
do not hesitate to book your place.
If you would like to attend one of our Masses, you must book a place by following one of the links below. To comply with the government
Test and Trace instructions we require all people attending Mass to register their name and contact details. There are two ways to
register:
1.
Click on the link in the newsletter or website and complete the online registration.
2.
For those without internet access there is a dedicated mobile phone where reservations can be made: 07562 653778
(please do not use the parish office telephone number).
Please note that registration for each Mass will open at midnight one week before the Mass and will close at midnight two days before the
date of the Mass. For example the Mass on Sunday 1st November will open for registration at 00:01 on Sunday 25th October and will
close at 23:59 on Friday 30th October. This allows us to produce a register for use by the stewards to record all those who attend the
Mass.

Changes to the Mass Registration Form
You will see that there is a change to the Mass Registration Forms in that you are asked to only book one family bubble per form. If you
are booking for someone not in your household or family bubble then you are asked to complete a separate form for each of them.
We are trying this to see if we can increase the number of places available for each Mass. If there are three or four names booked and
they are from the same household or bubble then we can sit them together without the normal 6ft social distance. This will increase the
number of people in that row. Previously we would have had to reserve three of four individual seats even though on attending church
they will actually sit together.
Contact details for all those attending each Mass need to be entered on the Mass Registration Form for Test and Trace purposes and
writing in contact details slows down the entry process. Please note that these forms are kept for three weeks only - then shredded. This
register will enable us to provide the government Test and Trace team a list of contacts should someone in the congregation be
diagnosed with Covid-19.
Thanks for your understanding and apologies if this creates extra work for you but we are sure you will understand that spaces are limited
and we are trying ways to maximise the number of places for Mass especially on Saturday evening and Sunday morning.
In addition to the Test and Trace system used in church, if you have downloaded the NHS COVID-19 app onto your phone, when you visit
church you will be also be able to check in by scanning a QR code at the church entrance. This will help the NHS to notify you if you have
come into contact with someone who has tested positive for coronavirus at that building. This is something that Places of Worship,
businesses and organisations that are open to the public must do by law to help trace and stop the spread of coronavirus.

Please do not come to church if you are displaying any symptoms of the virus.

Charity Registration Number: 1143450
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To Attend Mass

If you wish to attend any Mass please follow the link as indicated below.
For those without internet access there is a dedicated mobile phone number where reservations
can be made: 07562 653778 (please do not use the parish office telephone number).

Christmas Eve and Christmas Day

Bookings for the Christmas Eve Vigil and Christmas Day Masses are now open.
Mass times and links for the fortnight beginning Saturday 12th December 2020
Day

Church Time

Saturday
OBLI
12th December
SB
St Jos
Sunday
SJB
13th December
OLQP

Intention

Link

10am

Sheila Pattison

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/C_PwNqjiAK

5pm

Vincent Blackwood

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/-bwY-anaPL

5pm

Tom Callaghan

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/8LebkUtRqh

9.30am The Souls in Purgatory

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/tMn3Cr7IMl

10am

Joan Stobbs

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/MK0MgRmdw-

11am

Ann McDonagh

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/9XndP6EOP3

Monday
OLQP
14th December

10am

Michael McMonigle

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/heW7wyvk4A

Tuesday
OBLI
15th December
St Jos

10am

Anne Cantwell

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/Qp61m6pcIf

7pm

Edmund and Rosanna Booth

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/i0o1T3dn93

7pm

John Walker

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/4ec2qMeUjI

Wednesday
OLQP
16th December
SJB

10am

Leo Coughlin

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/lVw2QJDIrZ

7pm

Gladys and Tom Bell

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/avooX9UWtM

Thursday
OBLI
17th December
OLQP

10am

Ted Green

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/rqamz3bOJ7

10am

Anne Cantwell

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/xRqCEWcRRr

St Jos

Noon

Joseph and Mary Davey

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/A9LvGvgpDz

Friday
SJB
18th December
SB

10am

Priest’s Intention

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/9AYynOmEKT

10am

Joan Curtin

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/N5f7RsuQmg

Saturday
OBLI
19th December
St Jos

10am

David Bentham

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/5ls2_5tcLJ

5pm

Fr Tony Duffy

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/IqYeHqLgGm

5pm

Tom Robinson

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/j7lkoqGM4v

OBLI

SB

SB
Sunday
SJB
20th December
OLQP

9.30am David Lee

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/jKwjZ4p5aW

10am

Terry & June Ford & family

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/7S_ZDim1uB

11am

Ann & Jack Smith & deceased
family

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/eUoTx8OHpq

Monday
OLQP
21st December

10am

Bill Craggs

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/8JZD1MhWMh

Tuesday
OBLI
22nd December
St Jos

10am

Michael Farell

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/I_lnpJlU4q

7pm

Mary Sowler

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/EYUMNrvtoL

7pm

Tommy & Joan Moran

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/R_vgBV-ejQ

OBLI

SB
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Mass times and links for the fortnight beginning Saturday 12th December 2020 continued
Day

Church Time

Wednesday
23rd December

OLQP

10am

Alan David Roberts

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/zMlyJD-PEM

SJB

7pm

Margaret McGarry

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0dHcOqlMXv

Thursday
24th December

OLQP

10am

Sheila Hepple

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/jKYHzoSB_D

St Jos

Noon

Graham Dinning RIP

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/CV8MjKGFAK

Saturday
26th December

OBLI

10am

Nancy & Cyril Bunting

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/43_ag7H6Rr

St Jos

5pm

Michael Ryder

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/o_uhAdpd5D

SB

5pm

John Graham

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/AlnZW7rX6U

SJB

9.30am Priest’s Intention

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/_4SHtGyt56

OLQP

10am

Andrew Long

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/UkiRuCEzBv

OBLI

11am

Mary Graham

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/HJeOPfMe4q

Sunday
27th December

Intention

Link

Mass times and links for Christmas Eve Vigil and Christmas Day
Day

Church Time

Thursday 24th De- St Jos
cember
SJB

Friday
25th December

Intention

Link

4pm

Fr Tony Duffy

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/ipKwKVL86H

5pm

John Frazer

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/qgIHlrYmxG

OBLI

5pm

Children of the Parish

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/tvPjA_opfE

SB

6.30pm People of the Parish

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0Od5XRuC2V

OLQP

6.30pm Children of the Parish

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/6BQ041GI9t

St Jos

7pm

Brian & Susan Towns

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/hECcI5Xok6

SB

8am

Children of the Parish

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/f3ckAhZdVP

St Jos

9am

Margaret Hattam

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/Y2M-lKd5uk

SJB

9am

People of the Parish

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/TxfAcvOG4c

OBLI

10am

Deceased Hall & Lyons Families

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/FwjMw6NN_-

OLQP

10am

People of the Parish

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/br-Vtry4FG

St Jos

11am

Nicky Barnfather

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/IsKg76Q2b9

Mass Intentions
Please find this weeks Mass Intentions for the live-streamed 10am Masses below:
Date

Intention

Monday 7th December

Gunn, Brown, O’Neill, Garside families

Tuesday 8th December

Private Intention (GN)

Wednesday 9th December

Tony Feeley

Thursday 10th December

Rolfe Mitchinson

Friday 11th December

Priest’s Intention

Saturday 12th December

Sheila Pattison

Sunday 13th December

Joan Stobbs
Charity Registration Number: 1143450

7

Keeping in Touch:

As the local restrictions change again and our Churches are opening once
more, it remains vitally important that we are able to update you with further changes through this newsletter. You can request an issue direct to your email address by clicking on this link below:
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/7KvL7LbKT4
If you have completed and submitted the request form but are not receiving the newsletter by email please
check you spam or junk folder. If, having checked those folders, there is no sign of the parish newsletter
please submit another form carefully checking the details you have typed before submitting the form.
For many people during recent weeks and months, faith has been greatly supported through the use of
technology. We, like many other parishes, have been able to live stream Mass and have produced this
Newsletter to keep some connection.
This newsletter is also available on our Parish Websites. We know however, that there are many people in
our Diocese who do not have access to the internet. Whenever possible we ask you to print this newsletter
and provide it direct to people that you may know who do not have an internet connection. We are grateful
to you for doing this throughout our partnership.
As a back up to this not being in place, the Diocese has established a central Diocesan prayer resource line.
This phone number, 07375 934713, allows you to leave your name and address and request a posted paper
prayer resource. So if you know of someone who might benefit from this service please pass this information on.

Prayers for the Sick
or Recently Deceased
It is important that we have the
opportunity to pray for our loved
ones who are sick or indeed, those who have sadly
died. More especially now that there are strict limits
for those attending funerals. The parish community
can help and would like to include those loved ones
in their prayers.
If you would you like to request prayers from the
parish community for someone who is sick, or recently deceased, please follow the links below and
complete the necessary forms. This will enable their
names to be included in private prayer and during
various Masses.
(This is also to comply with Government GDPR instructions.)
For Prayers for the Sick https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/afyRYBHHR8
For Prayers for the Deceased https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/QEabOaHslS
If you would like to include the sick, or recently deceased, in your daily prayers the names are published separately to this
newsletter. They are
also available on our website and will be sent with
this newsletter on a regular basis.
If a request is made for prayers for someone who is
currently sick their name will remain on the list for 4
weeks only. If you would like prayers to continue
please submit another request form.
Charity Registration Number: 1143450
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St Vincent’s Newcastle / Vinnies Café
We are always looking for the following donations:
Ladies, Men’s & Children’s Clothing & Shoes
Handbags and Accessories
Hats, Scarfs and Gloves
New socks and underwear for Ladies, Men and Children
This Christmas we are also going to be providing Christmas Food Hampers and Christmas Gifts for Families
(if you would like to pick up a new toy to donate it would be greatly received).
We will be also running our Vinnies Christmas lunch. A £5 donation would provide a 3 course Christmas
lunch and gift to one of our service users.
Donations can be made via our online Christmas at Vinnies Just Giving page.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/vinnies-christmas

Test and Trace Advice

Please follow this advice if you have been to a parish Mass or funeral recently and have since tested
positive for Covid-19. If you are contacted by Test and Trace then please inform them that you have been
to a church service giving the date and church name. Inform them of the parish office number 0191 416
3583 and say the Parish Administrator will have all the contact details.
It is important that you do not give them the names of any people who were present at that Mass
(especially the priest’s name). Audrey, who has access to all the relevant names and contact details, will
liaise with Test and Trace to make sure everyone is protected in the right way.

Advent Resources from the Vicariate for Faith & Mission
Advent is when the Church re-sets the calendar of our remembering and celebrating the saving work of
Christ. This Advent is more challenging due to the pandemic. A set of resources
have been created by Clergy and Laity from across the Diocese and are offered
as a life-buoy, remedy and prayer book for the days ahead.
The resources will include; daily video prayer reflections, weekly Advent packs,
weekly Advent videos and signposts to the many rich resources that are available
online.
Are you thinking about running a prayer group during Advent? Find out how we
can support you with access to various resources, training and safeguarding for
prayer group leaders.
Diocesan Church Music Association (DCMA) have produced a compilation of
suggestions for suitable music for the Sundays of Advent.
Please visit the Advent Resources Page
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/prayeradventresources.php
to access these materials, more will be added as they are made available. Do feel free to share and
print these resources out for those without internet access.
Advent reflections from the Diocese are available here:
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/pdfdoc/2020/advent/WK%202%20Advent.pdf

Charity Registration Number: 1143450
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A request from the Diocesan Church Music Association:
A call–out to all those who help in any way with liturgical music in
their parish. As the Coronavirus restrictions continue, particularly
here in the North–East, the DCMA would love to know how parish
musicians have been coping. Are you perhaps recording at home?
Please email your
comments to us at
dcma@diocesehn.org.uk.
We hope that this may lead to a potential Zoom meeting where
we can share our ideas and support each other through this
strangest of times.

Forward in Hope
In the summer when life will be better. we are hoping to hold an event with the theme of “Forward in
Hope”, based on Pope Francis’ Encyclical letter Fratelli Tutti.
The planning is in the embryonic stage at the moment but, hopefully, we will soon be able to meet together to plan in more detail. Until then your creative hands are needed again.
We need lots of flowers made by any method using any materials in any colour. Upcycle if you can ie
use scraps of wool, fabric, plastic etc that can’t be recycled. Make each flower a prayer and let us all
continue to live in hope.

Christmas Candles
Because of the Covid restrictions we are unable to do the Christmas Memorial Candles, as we normally
would. However, we do have a few candles left from last year which we will put out round the small tree
as we have done in the past but they will not have names on them. Together they represent a memorial
for everyone we would like to remember over the Christmas period. God willing we will be able to do
dedicated candles next year.
Scripture Group
Some of you may have heard Fr Jim mention the Tuesday Scripture group and the fact that everyone is
welcome. If you would like to join us you will be most welcome. Simply drop me an email and I will add
you to the circulation list when I send to zoom meeting details. tony.joy@lambtonpm.co.uk or drop me a
text with your email address included – 07799 893419.
Hampers for those in need
I am working with a Catholic charity who support significantly disadvantaged families in the West End of
Newcastle. We would like to provide these families with a Christmas hamper of essential items e.g
shower gel, shampoo, deodorant, sanitary pads, baby wipes etc. Some sweet treats for the children
would also be appreciated. If anyone would like to donate such item could you please leave them at St
John Boste Church at Mass times, before 20th December. Alternately call 4173156 and I will collect
them . Many thanks. Liz Joy.
Charity Registration Number: 1143450
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News from the Diocese
Justice and Peace Co–ordinating Council:
At the recent AGM of the Justice and Peace Co–ordinating Council one of the concerns that emerged
was around the issue of poverty. The Council have decided to take this on as one of their main themes
this year and hope to do awareness raising, co–ordinate some practical responses and engage in
campaigning.
As part of this commitment, Caritas Hexham and Newcastle and the Diocesan Justice and Peace
Co-ordinating Council have decided to launch this initiative:
Child Poverty Over Christmas:
At this time of great need, the Vicariate for Caritas and the Justice and Peace Co-ordinating Council are
offering partnerships/parishes/ecumenical groups the opportunity to promote appeals for struggling
families over the Christmas period through our website. If you are organising these initiatives and would
like us to promote, please send brief details by email: lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com.
In your email please include your church/organisation details, a brief description of what you intend to
do, e.g. collect/distribute food hampers, etc. The type of help you need and how it can be offered, e.g.
festive and non–festive food items (fresh/tinned or dried), supermarket vouchers, cash donations,
volunteers, etc. Physical items can be left at… or cash donations can be made via sort code, account
no. etc. Finally, please include the relevant contact details.
Please visit our Child Poverty Appeals Page http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/caritas/caritaspoverty.php
for further information and details of all current appeals.
Justice and Peace Refugee Project:
We are delighted to report that Refugee Project will start a phased re-opening to Refugees and Asylum
Seekers on Wednesday 9 December. After a very positive period at the Deaf Centre at Summerhill
Grove in Newcastle we will be re-opening at St Vincent’s Support Centre, New Bridge Street, Newcastle
NE1 2TQ. This will offer more space and will allow even closer working with the SVP.
We are now in a position to accept food donations once more and are also encouraging cash
donations, so that we can provide something extra at Christmas for some of the most vulnerable people
in our community. Please help if you possibly can.
For details please contact Sara Harris, Project Co–ordinator by mob: 07407 091184
Fr Derek Peel RIP
It is with sadness that we inform you that Father Derek Peel, born 14 August 1946, died on Friday 20
November 2020, he was 74 years of age. We ask you to remember him in your prayers and Masses
and also to commend him to the people of your parish for their prayers.
Bishop Robert will celebrate Fr Derek’s Requiem Mass at noon on Thursday 17 December at St
Patrick’s, Dipton, which will be followed by his burial. The Mass will be live-streamed on the parish
facebook page www.facebook.com/JPSHCatholic.
Fr Gerard Martin RIP
It is with sadness we inform you of the death of Fr Gerard Martin who died peacefully in hospital this
afternoon. Further details will be published when they are available.

St Cuthbert’s Care – Advent Alms Appeal
This Advent, as we reflect upon the humility of the Holy Family and of the role we can all play in
supporting marginalised and vulnerable people, we ask you consider supporting the work of St
Cuthbert’s Care.
Please read our appeal by following this link
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/caritas/pdfdoc/2020/St%20Cuthberts%20Care%202020.pdf
Thank you.
Charity Registration Number: 1143450
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Baptism for Conversion: Mark 1:1-8
Each Advent has two ‘John the Baptist’ Sundays: the first when we see John preparing a community for
the Messiah, the second when he points out Jesus as the Lamb of God. Today is the first of these. John
chose a point where the busy road from Jerusalem to the East crossed the Jordan River. There he
button-holed all the busy financiers, merchants and other travellers and tourists, warning them to
change their ways - and to change them now, before it was too late. ‘I am too busy,’ no doubt they said.
‘I have other things to worry about; I have a wife and family to feed.’ John was forming a community of
repentance; but not so much a community which wept ‘Boo-hoo!’ about their sins, as a community of
people determined to set their scale of values right. He meant them to stop going in one direction, to
turn round and go in a different direction – towards God. Do we give ourselves a moment to pause and
ask whether we have our priorities right? Where on that list of priorities does the entry of Christ into our
lives come?
John expected Jesus to baptise with fire. Does that mean burning something away? Or warming
something up? Or a shining light? What does your baptism mean to you?
Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

The voice of Jesus
The voice which appeals for peace and justice
in a world often proposing violence and greed.
The voice which is strong for forgiveness
when our own hearts are bitter.
The voice which speaks the truth
that is fully human and is the word of God.
His Kingdom is not of this world,
but is part of this world,
like the branch is part of the tree.
And when we speak of
justice, peace, forgiveness and love,
we speak of his Kingdom;
and when we learn from his truth,
we are not far from the Kingdom of God.

Free Collection & House Clearance
Your unwanted items still have a lot to give. Donate them to the British Heart Foundation to find them a new life.
It’s free and fast and the funds raised will help fund vital research and fight back against heart disease.
Any items donated would be sold through our Furniture & Electrical store with all funds raised going towards our
research campaigns. We are usually happy to collect any good quality furniture or electrical items, and at
present are looking for white goods in particular.
For more information please contact the British Heart Foundation, Sunderland F & E Store (S76), 19 Fawcett
Street, Sunderland, SR1 1RH (0191) 5020350 or email S76@bhf.org.uk (website www.bhf.org.uk).
Charity Registration Number: 1143450
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News from the Diocese
Called and Gifted
For some people, the lockdown has created a space for greater reflection. The Called and Gifted
process, initially one month long, is a discernment programme for individuals to look at the gifts they have been
uniquely blessed with. It provides an accompaniment of formation and personal reflection, looking at what God
might be calling you to today. Available as an online community learning experience, we have a few spaces left if
you would like to register your interest.
Further information on all of the above can be obtained via telephone on 0191 243 3316.
Catholic Social Teaching:
Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter bringing a variety of information from its members
of how CST has helped them and examples of CST in action around the Diocese. You can read or download (http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/social_concerns/justice_and_peace.php#area7)
the latest issue (November 2020) now.

Justice and Peace Refugee Project:
While the Refugee Project remains closed physically it continues to provide much-needed support to hundreds of
Refugees and Asylum Seekers and their families.
As a result of a one-off grant from the Albert Gubay Foundation and the huge generosity of parishes and
individuals we have been able to send digital supermarket vouchers to the mobile phones of clients, so they can
purchase goods, helping over 300 people to cope each month. We are working carefully towards the safe
re-opening of the project. In preparation, we have undertaken health and safety risk assessments and held
socially distanced and online volunteer meetings. The grant funding is now spent and we hope to be able to
accept food contributions again from parishes in the near future. Any donations (see details below) to keep the
supermarket vouchers going from November onwards will be gratefully received.
The premises are closed at present so no food or clothes can be collected.
DHN DESTITUTE ASYLUM FUND
Sort code: 40–34–18
Account number: 52854058.
For more details about this please contact Sara Harris, Project Co-ordinator by
email: sara.harris@diocesehn.org.uk or by tel: 07407 091184.
For more information please visit: http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/social_concerns/justice_and_peace_refugeenew.php

Feed a family for a day/ Gifts
How can you help Penshaw Community Association support a family in need?
Basically, the Association require non-perishable foods, cleaning products, gifts for children, nice
toiletries for adults that could be given as a small gift and little treats such as biscuits, chocolate,
sweets, Christmas crackers etc. So, anything that you can provide would be most welcome.
You could perhaps donate a day’s meals for a family using tinned, dried store cupboard ingredients
plus a little treat such as biscuits
Donate a child’s toy or tin of sweets/biscuits, Christmas cake or pudding for a family
We will collect your donations on 12 December in the Church car park of Our Lady Queen of
Peace and Our Blessed Lady Immaculate in Washington Village, between 10am and 11am.
Please wear a mask and socially distance. If possible, have the donations in a carrier bag so they can
easily be placed directly into the boot of a car.
If required we can collect from your home, so please text Jane on 07951632593 to arrange collection.
To ensure Covid safe collection, items must be placed in a carrier bag and left outside your door before
9.15am on 12 December.
Thank you for your generosity.

Confessions
The Sacrament of Reconciliation may be offered by request.
Please contact either Fr Mark, Fr Jim or Fr Martin to arrange.
Charity Registration Number: 1143450
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Parish Finances
It is now over six months since Covid 19 hit our shores and the churches closed. Recently we have gradually been opening up
our churches, albeit with a much reduced capacity, however we are now faced with closure once again, albeit for a month. As
a consequence of the closure of churches, the weekly collections have fallen considerably and the balance in the bank
account, used for our every day finances, has naturally began to decline. As you will be aware there are costs associated with
maintaining and running our Churches which continue during this time. If you are able to take donations to either of the
presbyteries at Our Lady Queen of Peace, St Bede's or St Joseph’s this would greatly assist the parish finances in maintaining
the bank account at a satisfactory level.
You can make your donation by cheque to cover a number of weeks’ contribution. If gift aiding, please write your Gift Aid
number on the envelope so that we can recover the Gift Aid contribution. Gift Aid will continue as normal. If you wish you can
contribute to our parishes by paying by Bank Standing Order. Also, if you are a tax payer you can increase your donation, at
no cost to yourself by signing a gift aid form.
Standing Order forms and Gift Aid forms are available by following these links:
For St John XXIII: https://www.washingtoncatholic.org.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=252350
For St Joseph’s: http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/Standing%20Order%20Form%20and%20Gift%20Aid%20St%20Joseph's%20Birtley.pdf
Completed and signed Bank Standing Order Forms MUST be Sent direct to your bank.
St Joseph’s Gift Aid forms should be emailed to Tracey at Tracey.wilson@live.com
St John XXIII Gift Aid Forms should be emailed to Audrey at sj23office01@gmail.com.
We are deeply grateful for all the support we receive from our congregation, our community and visitors. Thank you
for your help. It is appreciated.

Statement regarding the publication of the IICSA report
The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA), has published it’s report into the Catholic
Church in England and Wales.
Bishop Byrne CO and the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle fully supports the response from the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales.
To view the full report https://www.iicsa.org.uk/publications/investigation/roman-catholic-church
We strongly encourage you to read the Bishop’s Conference Statement on the publication of the
report. To do so please click here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HNCGwkiETGQkD49IHBsGEHMaJclMMK5i/view?usp=sharing
If you have been affected by this report, further support is also available:
1. You can contact the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle Safeguarding Team on 0191 243 3305 or
find further contact details here: http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/safeguardingdio/safeguardingcontacts.php .
2. ‘Safe Spaces’ is an independent service supporting survivors of church-related abuse. This
Independent service is run by the charity Victim Support and is free to access via telephone – 0300
303 1056 (answerphone available outside of opening times), email –
safespaces@victimsupport.org, or web–chat via www.safespacesenglandandwales.org.uk.
3. Other organisations offering support can also be found via the Catholic Safeguarding Advisory
Service at https://www.csas.uk.net/.
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Churches in the Partnership are open
All churches are open again albeit with much reduced congregations, it seems to be about 10% of the normal capacity of the church, 30 –
40 people. We must abide by the guidelines to protect people. For this reason the Bishops of England and Wales have suspended the
obligation to attend Sunday Mass and we are encouraged to go to Mass on whatever day we can manage under the current limitations.
Many people have been making use of the online streaming of mass.
Each Church will have one Sunday Mass:
St Bede’s, Washington – Saturday Vigil 5pm
St Joseph’s, Birtley – Saturday Vigil 5pm
St Bede’s, Sacriston – Sunday 9am
St. John Boste, Washington – 9:30am
Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw – 10am
St Cuthbert’s, Chester-le-Street – 10:30am
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington – 11am
With the support of the Partnership Development Group your priests have made this decision because:
• All of the seven churches will be stronger if we work in partnership. Given the relatively small number of people and priests, parishes
can no longer be self-sufficient; we need one another.
• When the Covid-19 restrictions are finally lifted we do not know what the future shape of our returning worshipping communities will
be. It’s already clear that people are fearful about returning so we need to respond with trust in God to guide us through this new
phase of our Church’s life, supporting and caring for each other.
• This pattern creates space so that Sundays can be managed by three priests. In the short term this will take into account times when
one of the priests is away. In the not too distant future two of us will reach retirement age and any of us could be asked to move by the
Bishop at any time. It also allows us, when all four priests are resident to be a resource to help out in other parishes should they need
help because of holiday or sickness absence of their own priest.
You may well be dismayed if the mass you usually attend has disappeared; please know that we have not taken this decision lightly but
with the best interests of everyone in mind. Please pray that as we move into our new future God will continue to guide us and build us up.

CAFOD World Gifts
World Gifts are CAFOD's alternative charity gifts that transform lives. Perfect for Baptisms, birthdays and
anniversaries, you can choose a unique, virtual gift that will make a real difference to a family living in
poverty. And that warm and fuzzy feeling comes with free delivery!
♥ Choose your gift ♥ Receive a beautifully illustrated card of your chosen gift ♥
Give your personalised posted card to your friend or loved one ♥Transform the
lives of poor families in the developing world with the money you spend on your
gift. Please follow this link to transform lives: https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/

People’s Kitchen—Christmas Shoebox Collection
A sincere thank you to everyone who responded so generously to the appeal for gifts for the homeless.
Over 80 parcels were delivered from parishioners, and from others who heard about the appeal. It was
a privilege to see the love and kindness with which people gave, and which made the collection extra
special in this difficult year. Thank you so much and God Bless.
If you would like to make a donation these can be made by the website or by contacting The People's
Kitchen on tel 0191 2220699.
FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION PLEASE GO TO ANY OF THE FOLLOWING WEBSITES:
Parish of St John XXIII - https://www.washingtoncatholic.org.uk/
Parish of St Joseph’s - http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle - http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/
You can find regular prayers, reflections and images on our social media pages throughout the
liturgical year.
Use @ParishStJohn23 on Twitter and follow https://www.facebook.com/ParishStJohn23/ on
Facebook.
If you have any issues, comments, suggestions, or would like to support this work, please email: SJ23Social@disciples.com.
To post a notice on this Newsletter, please email stjohn23bulletin@gmail.com
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