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Due to current Government restrictions, all our Churches in the parishes of St John XXIII and
St Joseph’s, Birtley are now closed for the celebration of public Mass. However we will continue to
live-stream Mass at 10am every day from one of our Churches or presbyteries.

Evening Prayer and Reflection
During this period of enhanced restrictions, there is an opportunity for us to join together for prayer and
reflection, which will be streamed on our Facebook page. Please take time to join us evenings at
6.00pm by following the link below:
https://www.facebook.com/ParishStJohn23/

‘You did it to me’ (Matthew 25:40)

There are times in my ministry when I feel down or fed up, but I know that there is one fail safe antidote
to feeling low – interaction with other people – being able to visit, serve and minister to someone else
lifts my spirits. I’m sure many of us are energised through our relationships with each other; one of the
draining things about the current restrictions is the limit on our meeting with each other. We have seen
the sadness and incidents of mental illness resulting from people feeling isolated and alone in the
current pandemic. We are created in the likeness and image of God to be in relationship with God and
with each other.
Indeed our whole faith, worship, ministry, social action are about living within the dynamic loving
relationship of Father, Son & Holy Spirit, that’s why we accompany those words with the sign of the
cross at every prayer, celebration of the Sacraments, reading of Scripture, each meeting, all blessings.
In our interaction with each other, in all the various circumstances of life we meet with God.
Fr Jim O’Keefe
Fr Mark Millward
Fr Martin Wheaton

0191 416 3805
0191 416 3583
0191 410 2923

Deacon Frank O’Neill
Deacon Peter Lavery
Deacon Chas Ferguson
Deacon Tony Joy
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0779 115 5845
0730 505 9297
0783 663 1963
0779 989 3419

(Continued)
Today, Jesus challenges us to meet God in the hungry, thirsty, stranger, naked, sick and imprisoned.
How shocking and challenging to our prejudices and preferences to discover that God is to be found in
the most limited, fragile, broken humanity!

Mother Theresa used to teach her novices to reflect on the recognition of the presence of Jesus at
Mass or Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, to think about the respect and reverence paid to the
Lord’s presence in the Convent Chapel; then to go into the streets and slums and treat the poorest of
the poor and the most broken with the same respect and reverence because they too are the presence
of Christ – ‘You did it to me’.
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit there must be a unity in our worship, our
preaching, the way we live our lives and our action in serving others. Pope Francis at Mass recently
said “it is not enough to observe the rules…God invites us to put ourselves on the line generously, to
overcome fear with the courage of love…”
We haven’t been able recently to gather together in our chapels and churches to meet with Christ and
receive Him in the Blessed Sacrament, spend some time thinking about where and in whom you have
met and welcomed him during lockdown.
“We must do good, go out of ourselves and look, look at those who are most in need. There is so much
hunger, even in the heart of our cities, and many times we enter that logic of indifference: the poor are
there, and we look the other way… Hold out your hand to the poor: it is Christ.”
- Pope Francis, Homily at Mass on the 4th World Day of the Poor 2020.
Fr Mark

WE CONTINUE TO LIVE-STREAM MASSES AT 10am, EVERY DAY.
Please follow this link to access live streaming of Mass from one of our Churches:
https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
Take this opportunity to experience one or more of the live-streamed Masses from your
cal Church.

lo-

READINGS AVAILABLE
This Sunday’s readings are available to follow during Mass, or to read/print at a later time.
Just click on this link
https://universalis.com/20201122/mass.htm

Mass Intentions
Please find this weeks Mass Intentions for the live-streamed 10.00am Masses below:
Date

Intention

Monday 30th November

David Campbell

Tuesday 1st December

People of the Parish

Wednesday 2nd December

Priest’s Intention

Thursday 3rd December

Peter Sassi

Friday 4th December

Our Parish Family

Saturday 5th December

People of the Parish

Sunday 6th December

Priest’s Intention
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Mass Streaming Move from Facebook to Church Services TV
We are now moving our streaming service from Facebook to a dedicated server of religious services –
Church Services TV. Although there is a TV in the name it is still necessary to have an internet
connection to receive any streamed programme.
Initially Church Services TV will only be used for the live streamed Mass at 10am but it is hoped that in
the future we will be uploading other types of services some of which will remain available to watch at
anytime.
The 10am Mass is available to view on a PC, laptop, iPod, iPhone, Android Tablet or Mobile, etc. In the
near future it is hoped that it will be possible to view the Mass on a smart TV with the use of a ROKU
stick (available from Curry’s PC World for around £30) (Some smart TVs may have ROKU built in –
Hisense being one example).
Now that we have started streaming on Church Services TV, the link you need is below and is provided
on the websites and on Facebook.
https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw

Church Services TV app
There is now also a Church Services TV app available for Apple and Android devices. This app can be
downloaded free of charge in the usual way.
To find our parish open the app, click on England then View Churches. Scroll down the list of churches
until you find: “St John XXIII Parish, the Catholic Churches in Washington and Penshaw”
Make this your home page and it will be available as soon as you open the app. Instructions on how to
make it your home page can be accessed through a link at the bottom of the opening screen.

Prayer of Remembrance
Prayer for those who mourn
Bless those who mourn, eternal God,
with the comfort of your love
that they may face each new day with
hope and the certainty that
nothing can destroy
the good that has been given.
May their memories become joyful,
their days enriched with friendship,
and their lives encircled by your love.
Amen.
Vienna Cobb Anderson,
from Prayers of Our Hearts

Prayers for the Sick
or Recently Deceased
It is important that we have the opportunity to
pray for our loved ones who are sick or indeed, those who have
sadly died. More especially now that there are strict limits for
those attending funerals. The parish community can help and
would like to include those loved ones in their prayers.
If you would you like to request prayers from the parish community
for someone who is sick, or recently deceased, please follow the
links below and complete the necessary forms. This will enable
their names to be included in private prayer and during various
Masses.
(This is also to comply with Government GDPR instructions.)
For Prayers for the Sick https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/afyRYBHHR8
For Prayers for the Deceased https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/QEabOaHslS
If you would like to include the sick, or recently deceased, in your
daily prayers the names are published separately to this
newsletter. They are also available on our website and will be sent
with this newsletter on a regular basis.
If a request is made for prayers for someone who is currently sick
their name will remain on the list for 4 weeks only. If you would like
prayers to continue please submit another request form.

Statement regarding the publication of the IICSA report
The Independent Inquiry into Child Sexual Abuse (IICSA), has published it’s report into the Catholic
Church in England and Wales.
Bishop Byrne CO and the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle fully supports the response from the
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales.
To view the full report https://www.iicsa.org.uk/publications/investigation/roman-catholic-church
We strongly encourage you to read the Bishop’s Conference Statement on the publication of the
report. To do so please click here:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1HNCGwkiETGQkD49IHBsGEHMaJclMMK5i/view?usp=sharing
If you have been affected by this report, further support is also available:
1. You can contact the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle Safeguarding Team on 0191 243 3305 or
find further contact details here: hƩp://www.rcdhn.org.uk/safeguardingdio/safeguardingcontacts.php .
2. ‘Safe Spaces’ is an independent service supporting survivors of church-related abuse. This
Independent service is run by the charity Victim Support and is free to access via telephone – 0300
303 1056 (answerphone available outside of opening times), email –
safespaces@victimsupport.org, or web–chat via www.safespacesenglandandwales.org.uk.
3. Other organisations offering support can also be found via the Catholic Safeguarding Advisory
Service at https://www.csas.uk.net/.

Mary, Mother of the Church
Mary our Mother, be with your
faithful people
Protect Pope Francis in his efforts
to renew our church
Bring healing and peace to all victims
of abuse and injustice
Give courage to our faithful priests
Strengthen our faith,
confident that Jesus will be
with is church to the end of time.
Amen.
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The family of Mary Dragone, would like to extend their thanks for your cards, flowers, prayers and Mass
cards as well as your appreciated support following her recent death.
An extended thank you to Fr Jim for his support, Fr Mark for his visits and Fr Michael Purtill.
Gratitude to C M Walkers for their empathetic handling of the funeral arrangements and service.

The Last Judgement: (Matthew 25:31-46)
This is the last of Matthew’s great parables. The world is finally divided into ‘goodies’ and ‘baddies’. The great dramatic scene
here depicted is that of the Final Judgement of all, but we shall each of us at the moment of death face the judgement of our
divine Lord in his glory. This confrontation will be an experience far more awesome and shattering than any description can
express, and yet fulfilling and re-assuring. We will know at last in a naked way our own sin and also our own infinite value
before the transcendent figure of the Lord. Two striking points are stressed in the parable. Firstly, we will be judged uniquely on
our treatment of those in any kind of need. Not first of all on our prayer-life; not on our asceticism; not on penances
undertaken; but on our respect for others - how far we look to see what they need and what we can give. The ten
commandments of the Old Testament, the eight beatitudes of the New can be summarised in this way: speak the truth, be
honest (including financially), honour father and mother (or children), hunger for justice, make peace. The second striking point
is the reason for the first: that Christ is in each person. What we do to others, we do to Christ.
What does it mean that Jesus is in all other people, especially the stranger, the sick, the comfortless, even those in
prison? How does this teaching of Jesus change my attitude to people I despise or avoid or just ignore?
Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

St Vincent’s Newcastle / Vinnies Café
We are always looking for the following donations:
Ladies, Men’s & Children’s Clothing & Shoes
Handbags & Accessories
Hats. Scarfs and Gloves
New socks and underwear for Ladies, Men and Children
This Christmas we are also going to be providing Christmas Food Hampers and Christmas Gifts for Families
(if you would like to pick up a new toy to donate it would be greatly received).
We will be also running our Vinnies Christmas lunch. A £5 donation would provide a 3 course Christmas
lunch and gift to one of our service users.
Donations can be made via our online Christmas at Vinnies Just Giving page.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/vinnies-christmas

Test and Trace Advice

Please follow this advice if you have been to a parish Mass or funeral recently and have since tested positive for Covid-19. If you are contacted by Test and Trace then please inform them that you have been to a
church service giving the date and church name. Inform them of the parish office number 0191 416 3583
and say the Parish Administrator will have all the contact details.
It is important that you do not give them the names of any people who were present at that Mass
(especially the priest’s name). Audrey, who has access to all the relevant names and contact details, will
liaise with Test and Trace to make sure everyone is protected in the right way.
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A request from the Diocesan Church Music Association:
A call–out to all those who help in any way with liturgical music in
their parish. As the Coronavirus restrictions continue, particularly
here in the North–East, the DCMA would love to know how parish
musicians have been coping. Are you perhaps recording at home?
Please email your
comments to us at
dcma@diocesehn.org.uk.
We hope that this may lead to a potential Zoom meeting where
we can share our ideas and support each other through this
strangest of times.

Forward in Hope
In the summer when life may be better. we are hoping to hold an event with the theme of “Forward in Hope”, based on Pope
Francis’ Encyclical letter Fratelli Tutti.
As Pope Francis states in his encyclical,
“I offer this social Encyclical as a modest contribution to continued reflection, in the hope that in the face of present-day
attempts to eliminate or ignore others, we may prove capable of responding with a new vision of fraternity and social friendship
that will not remain at the level of words.”
Our display is in the embryonic stage now but, hopefully, we will soon be able to meet together to
plan in more detail. Until then your creative hands are needed again.
We need lots of flowers made by any method using any materials in any colour. Upcycle if you can
ie use scraps of wool, fabric, plastic etc that can’t be recycled. Make each flower a prayer and let
us all continue to live in hope.
Parishioner’s prayers
Eucharistic Adoration and Prayer Worldwide

Daily Prayer
God of our Longing
God of our longing hear our prayers,
protect our dreams,
and listen to our silent hopes.
Deal gently with our pain,
speak to our sadness
and remove the barriers that imprison our spirit.

You’re invited to take part in a worldwide adoration of
the Blessed Sacrament on Saturday 21 November from
4.00pm – 5.00pm, the vigil of Christ the King.
Join in with your parish, your community and your
family! For details of the event and how to join in,
please click http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/index.php
to visit the Diocesan website.

Shed your light where shadows are cast,
that we may feel your warmth
and know your presence.
Give us courage to hold fast to our vision
that we may build our world
and create our future.
Amen.
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Our Lady Queen of Peace Church—Update
The necessary work to Our Lady Queen of Peace Church continues
during this period. The scaffolding has now been removed and the
decorators have already started work. The new carpet has been ordered,
and the camera (to enable streaming of Masses via Church Services TV)
has now been installed. Obviously, we do not have an opening date as
yet. We will however, keep you informed, although we hope to open as
soon as circumstances allow.
Appeal for Camera Operators
In order to live-stream Masses we are now appealing for volunteers to be camera
operators specifically at Our Lady Queen of Peace. When we reopen there will be an
opportunity for full training to be given. If you are interested, please contact Audrey
on 0191 4163583 in the first instance.

Prayer written by one of our parishioners from St Joseph’s
Lord, grant me your forgiveness and set me free from my sins and my distress.
I feel I need baptising again to cleanse my soul white, as it was when I was first baptised.
All my life I have sinned and sinned again
and I feel so sorrowful that I could offend you again and again,
and I don't see any reason why you should forgive me.
So I ask you in your great mercy,
I plead with you to give me another chance to redeem myself,
for you to absolve me of my sins.
Lord Jesus Christ, son of the living God,
by the will of the Father, and the work of the Holy Spirit,
your death brought life to the world.
By your Holy Body and blood free me from all my sins and from every evil.
Keep me faithful to your teaching and never let me be parted from you.
Amen.

Tom Collins

The voice of Jesus
The voice which appeals for peace and justice
in a world often proposing violence and greed.
The voice which is strong for forgiveness
when our own hearts are bitter.
The voice which speaks the truth
that is fully human and is the word of God.
His Kingdom is not of this world,
but is part of this world,
like the branch is part of the tree.
And when we speak of
justice, peace, forgiveness and love,
we speak of his Kingdom;
and when we learn from his truth,
we are not far from the Kingdom of God.

CAFOD World Gifts
World Gifts are CAFOD's alternative charity gifts that transform lives. Perfect for Baptisms, birthdays and
anniversaries, you can choose a unique, virtual gift that will make a real difference to a family living in
poverty. And that warm and fuzzy feeling comes with free delivery!
♥ Choose your gift ♥ Receive a beautifully illustrated card of your chosen gift ♥
Give your personalised posted card to your friend or loved one ♥Transform the
lives of poor families in the developing world with the money you spend on your
gift. Please follow this link to transform lives: https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/

People’s Kitchen—Christmas Shoebox Collection
The Christmas shoebox collection for the homeless at The People's Kitchen is slightly different this
year. After such a difficult year for our homeless friends we are asked to supply treats instead of the
usual basic essentials. Suggestions are chocolate or sweets, smellies e.g. bodywash, gloves, socks or
underpants (medium is best), a gift such as a puzzle book and pen or an adult colouring book with
coloured pencils. NO alcohol. A Christmas card is also appreciated. Boxes can be made for men or
women, but 75% of people who use the Kitchen are men.
If you can help, please decorate a shoebox with festive paper, and deliver it with the gifts in to the car
park of either Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington or Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw,
on Saturday 28th November between 10-11am.
Please don't seal the lid. If books etc won't fit in the box please still bring these along. The boxes will be
collected in the car parks (observing social distancing, please wear a mask) and taken straight to
Newcastle the same day. Please note there can be no late arrivals.
If you would like to make a donation instead these can be made by the website or by contacting The
People's Kitchen on tel 2220699.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.
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News from the Diocese
Tyne and Wear Citizens:
On Wednesday 25 November at 6.30pm, Tyne and Wear Citizens will have its Delegates Assembly via Zoom.
We will be voting on which three campaigns to focus on in the next three years. As a Diocese we will have a vote
if there are at least three individuals from the Diocese present. If you would like to take part in the assembly and
vote on which campaigns we are to focus on as an alliance please
contact Fr. Chris Hughes by tel: 0191 257 5801.
These are the campaigns that will be asking for our vote; Racism, Climate Change & Environment, Work and
Wages, Mental ill health and Austerity/poverty. Please get in touch if you have any queries as well.
Called and Gifted
For some people, the lockdown has created a space for greater reflection. The Called and Gifted
process, initially one month long, is a discernment programme for individuals to look at the gifts they have been
uniquely blessed with. It provides an accompaniment of formation and personal reflection, looking at what God
might be calling you to today. Available as an online community learning experience, we have a few spaces left if
you would like to register your interest.
Further information on all of the above can be obtained via telephone on 0191 243 3316.
Catholic Social Teaching:
Catholic Social Teaching have their own monthly newsletter bringing a variety of information from its members
of how CST has helped them and examples of CST in action around the Diocese. You can read or download (http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/social_concerns/justice_and_peace.php#area7)
the latest issue (November 2020) now.

Justice and Peace Refugee Project:
While the Refugee Project remains closed physically it continues to provide much-needed support to hundreds of
Refugees and Asylum Seekers and their families.
As a result of a one-off grant from the Albert Gubay Foundation and the huge generosity of parishes and
individuals we have been able to send digital supermarket vouchers to the mobile phones of clients, so they can
purchase goods, helping over 300 people to cope each month. We are working carefully towards the safe
re-opening of the project. In preparation, we have undertaken health and safety risk assessments and held
socially distanced and online volunteer meetings. The grant funding is now spent and we hope to be able to
accept food contributions again from parishes in the near future. Any donations (see details below) to keep the
supermarket vouchers going from November onwards will be gratefully received.
The premises are closed at present so no food or clothes can be collected.
DHN DESTITUTE ASYLUM FUND
Sort code: 40–34–18
Account number: 52854058.
For more details about this please contact Sara Harris, Project Co-ordinator by
email: sara.harris@diocesehn.org.uk or by tel: 07407 091184.
For more information please visit: http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/social_concerns/justice_and_peace_refugeenew.php

Feed a family for a day / Gifts
Are you able to support Penshaw Community Association to provide food parcels for local families who,
through no fault of their own, are really struggling financially at this difficult time?
How can you help?
 Basically, the Association require non-perishable foods, cleaning products, gifts for children (and nice
toiletries for adults that could be given as a small gift) and little treats such as biscuits, chocolate,
sweets, Christmas crackers etc. So, anything that you can provide would be most welcome.
 You could perhaps donate a day’s meals for a family using tinned, dried store cupboard ingredients plus
a little treat such as biscuits.
 Donate a child’s toy or tin of sweets/biscuits, Christmas cake or pudding for a family.
We hope to collect your donations on December 12th either in the Church car parks or if required from your
home, but more details will be given later. Many thanks for your continued support.
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Children’s Liturgy of the Word in Lockdown

A Zoom meeting for those involved in Children’s Liturgy of the Word to explore ideas and experience of virtual presentations for our young parishioners.
Wednesday 2nd December at 6.30pm
If you would like to take part please contact the Diocesan Vicarate for Faith and Mission.
Fr Adrian Dixon
e-mail: adminfaith.mission@diocesehn.org.uk

We are very excited by the enthusiasm by which parishioners have started to subscribe directly to the Northern
Cross. We are delighted to report that the future of the paper is looking more optimistic. This is due entirely to the
positive response that we have received from parishioners right across Hexham and Newcastle. That initial
appeal has already generated over 300 subscribers and means that the threat of closure is no longer imminent.
Accordingly we wish to offer a heart-felt thank you to our 300+ subscribers whose support has meant that
Northern Cross is able to continue.
In order to secure the long-term future of the paper we do need to build a significantly larger subscription base,
hence this follow-up appeal. We feel confident that with your support we will get there.
What exactly are we asking?
1. That you consider taking out an individual annual subscription to Northern Cross (details below).
2. That you help us to publicise the subscription model to friends and fellow parishioners.
3. Christmas is approaching: why not think of buying a year’s subscription as a Christmas present for someone?
Please email editor@northerncross.org.uk or call 01429 274 408 for more information.
You can pay by cheque made out to Northern Cross and posted to: c/o WM Fortune & Son, Collingwood House,
Church Square, Hartlepool, TS24 7EN or make a BACS transfer to: Northern Cross. Account number: 81602292.
Sort code: 40-43-11
To view the full appeal letter, click here. https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KtS8KPOOlWAUF2Ss9EoOgEpRN07pTJD/view?usp=sharing

Thank you to all our volunteers!
Thank you so much to all parishioners who volunteer in every capacity across the Partnership. Without you
our Churches would be unable to function throughout these difficult times!
If you would like to volunteer as a steward or cleaner in one of our Churches across the Benedict Partnership to help make our
Churches available to all, and are not in a ‘vulnerable’ group, please use the link below to complete the
form (noting any preferences): https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/3djiPK4ovP
We can only open Churches (after this period of restrictions) for private prayer and to celebrate
Mass with your help so please consider volunteering and fill in the form. Thank you.

Parish Finances
It is now over six months since Covid 19 hit our shores and the churches closed. Recently we have gradually been opening up
our churches, albeit with a much reduced capacity, however we are now faced with closure once again, albeit for a month. As
a consequence of the closure of churches, the weekly collections have fallen considerably and the balance in the bank
account, used for our every day finances, has naturally began to decline. As you will be aware there are costs associated with
maintaining and running our Churches which continue during this time. If you are able to take donations to either of the
presbyteries at Our Lady Queen of Peace, St Bede's or St Joseph’s this would greatly assist the parish finances in maintaining
the bank account at a satisfactory level.
You can make your donation by cheque to cover a number of weeks’ contribution. If gift aiding, please write your Gift Aid
number on the envelope so that we can recover the Gift Aid contribution. Gift Aid will continue as normal. If you wish you can
contribute to our parishes by paying by Bank Standing Order. Also, if you are a tax payer you can increase your donation, at
no cost to yourself by signing a gift aid form.
Standing Order forms and Gift Aid forms are available by following these links:
For St John XXIII: https://www.washingtoncatholic.org.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=252350
For St Joseph’s: http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/Standing%20Order%20Form%20and%20Gift%20Aid%20St%20Joseph's%20Birtley.pdf
Completed and signed Bank Standing Order Forms MUST be Sent direct to your bank.
St Joseph’s Gift Aid forms should be emailed to Tracey at Tracey.wilson@live.com
St John XXIII Gift Aid Forms should be emailed to Audrey at sj23office01@gmail.com.
We are deeply grateful for all the support we receive from our congregation, our community and visitors. Thank you
for your help. It is appreciated.

Weekly and Monthly Reflections:
The Diocese continue to publish reflections on the weekly readings by Fr. Sean Hall ( http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/
pdfdoc/2020/Reflections%20for%20week%2034.pdf)
and you can also read a monthly reflection this month on ‘The Bamboo Tree ’ by Pat Kennedy MPS, which you can read here:
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/pdfdoc/2020/The%20Bamboo%20Tree%20reflection.pdf

Confessions
The Sacrament of Reconciliation may be offered by request.
Please contact either Fr Mark, Fr Jim or Fr Martin to arrange.
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Reopening Churches in the Partnership
Pope Francis talks about discernment a lot, but what does it mean? If we believe that God is acting in the world through the Holy Spirit, it
makes sense to try to follow the movements of that Spirit in our lives. This does not only happen in peak moments of prayer or liturgy, but
throughout our experience. Discernment of spirits is the reflective exercise of trying to sift through our feelings and thoughts, to see which
could indicate the movements of God as he draws us to life, and which could indicate a countermovement, getting in the way of our
relationship with God. https://www.pathwaystogod.org/resources/questions-answers/what-discernment
Once open, all the Churches will have mass celebrated again albeit with much reduced congregations, it seems to be about 10% of the
normal capacity of the church, 30 – 40 people. We must abide by the guidelines to protect people. For this reason the Bishops of England
and Wales have suspended the obligation to attend Sunday Mass and we are encouraged to go to Mass on whatever day we can manage
under the current limitations. Many people have been making use of the online streaming of mass.
We propose that each Church will have one Sunday Mass once all the Churches reopen:
St Bede’s, Washington – Saturday Vigil 5pm from 31 October
St Joseph’s, Birtley – Saturday Vigil 5pm
St Bede’s, Sacriston – Sunday 9am
St. John Boste, Washington – 9:30am
Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw – 10am from 29 November
St Cuthbert’s, Chester-le-Street – 10:30am
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington – 11am
With the support of the Partnership Development Group your priests have made this decision because:
 All of the seven churches will be stronger if we work in partnership. Given the relatively small number of people and priests, parishes
can no longer be self-sufficient; we need one another.
 When the Covid-19 restrictions are finally lifted we do not know what the future shape of our returning worshipping communities will
be. It’s already clear that people are fearful about returning so we need to respond with trust in God to guide us through this new
phase of our Church’s life, supporting and caring for each other.
 This pattern creates space so that Sundays can be managed by three priests. In the short term this will take into account times when
one of the priests is away. In the not too distant future two of us will reach retirement age and any of us could be asked to move by the
Bishop at any time. It also allows us, when all four priests are resident to be a resource to help out in other parishes should they need
help because of holiday or sickness absence of their own priest.
You may well be dismayed if the mass you usually attend has disappeared; please know that we have not taken this decision lightly but
with the best interests of everyone in mind. Please pray that as we move into our new future God will continue to guide us and build us up.

Keeping in Touch: As the local restrictions change once again and our Churches are closed, it remains vitally important that we are
able to update you with further changes through this newsletter. You can request an email version by contacting Audrey on 0191
4163583 or by following this link: https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/7KvL7LbKT4

For many people during recent weeks and months, faith has been greatly supported through the use of technology. We, like
many other parishes, have been able to live stream Mass and have produced this Newsletter to keep some connection.
This newsletter is also available on our Parish Websites. We know however, that there are many people in our Diocese who do
not have access to the internet. Whenever possible we ask you to print this newsletter and provide it direct to people that you
may know who do not have an internet connection. We are grateful to you for doing this throughout our partnership.

As a back up to this not being in place, the Diocese has established a central Diocesan prayer resource line. This phone
number, 07375 934713, allows you to leave your name and address and request a posted paper prayer resource. So if you
know of someone who might benefit from this service please pass this information on.
FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION PLEASE GO TO ANY OF THE FOLLOWING WEBSITES:
Parish of St John XXIII - https://www.washingtoncatholic.org.uk/
Parish of St Joseph’s - http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle - http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/
You can find regular prayers, reflections and images on our social media pages throughout the
liturgical year.
Use @ParishStJohn23 on Twitter and follow https://www.facebook.com/ParishStJohn23/ on
Facebook.
If you have any issues, comments, suggestions, or would like to support this work, please email: SJ23Social@disciples.com.
To post a notice on this Newsletter, please email stjohn23bulletin@gmail.com
Charity Registration Number: 1143450

