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Parishes of St John XXIII & St Joseph’s, Birtley
Incorporating:
Our Blessed Lady Immaculate, Washington; Our Lady Queen of Peace, Penshaw;
St Bede’s, Usworth; St John Boste, Oxclose; St Joseph’s, Birtley
Administrator: Audrey Huntley 0191 4163583 sj23office01@gmail.com

In the Partnership of Benedict
Birtley, Chester-le-Street, Penshaw, Sacriston, Washington

Third Sunday of Advent
12/13 December 2020, Year B
A Voice in the Wilderness
I’ve been thinking a lot about St John the Baptist as he appears in our Advent Gospel readings. I
thought about how I would have reacted to him if I’d been around at the time?
Considering his wandering in the desert in weird clothes and surviving on an austere diet of locusts and
his very demanding calls to repentance, I’m afraid that maybe I would have judged him as a bit of a
crank and given him a wide berth! It made me think about my attitude to people I’ve sometimes met, not
in the desert, but on a busy street corner in the town preaching loudly to passers-by. I know I’ve been
guilty of crossing over to avoid the embarrassment of an encounter.
Then I thought about myself, wearing clerical dress, being called Father, some would find that weird, no
doubt others find it an opportunity to mock or to make me the butt of their joke.
I’ve written about my own experience and attitudes to encourage us all to think about it. There is no
doubt that we make assumptions about the initial appearance, life style, sound and words of another
and can decide within seconds that they’re not for me or even that we set ourselves against them and
begin the journey towards making an enemy of them. I’ve been shocked by the harsh, even violent
words of the U.S. election when people define themselves as enemies rather than accepting different
philosophies and outlooks, the harsh political language is not limited to the U.S.
So, having thought about all this I went back to my reflections on John the Baptist, if I’d stopped with
my initial response limited by my prejudices, I would have missed the true person of John with his
message of God’s mercy, I would have lost the opportunity to turn my life around (repent) and let my
wounds and hurts be healed, my sins forgiven and my shame relieved. I would also have missed the
humble person John was, not wanting the public adulation of being a prophet or a new Elijah or even
the Messiah. He didn’t need a title or to be defined by others, he was just content to be a voice, to
prepare the way for the one whose sandal-strap he thought he was unworthy to undo. In my prejudice
and limited understanding I would have not heard that voice nor been aware of his pointing to Jesus – I
would have missed everything!
So, Lord open our eyes to recognise you, especially in the most unlikely people and places, open our
ears to hear the Voice calling to us even in our wilderness thoughts and experiences. Open our hearts
so that we are not afraid to put aside our preconceptions to be vulnerable and to open ourselves to your
love in our lives.
Fr Mark

Fr Jim O’Keefe
Fr Mark Millward
Fr Martin Wheaton

0191 416 3805
0191 416 3583
0191 410 2923

Deacon Frank O’Neill
Deacon Peter Lavery
Deacon Chas Ferguson
Deacon Tony Joy
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0779 115 5845
0730 505 9297
0783 663 1963
0779 989 3419
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WE CONTINUE TO LIVE-STREAM MASSES AT 10am, EVERY DAY.
Please follow this link to access live streaming of Mass from one of our Churches:
https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw
From Sunday 6 December when you go onto the Church Services TV page for our parish you will
see that there are two labels which refer to the two different cameras used for streaming. These
cameras are labelled with the days of the week on which they are used – see below. Click on the
appropriate tab for the day and you will be taken to the live stream.

The 10am Mass is available to view on a PC, laptop, iPod, iPhone, Android Tablet or Mobile, etc.
In the near future it is hoped that it will be possible to view the Mass on a smart TV with the use of a
ROKU stick (available from Curry’s PC World for around £30) (Some smart TVs may have ROKU
built in – Hisense being one example).
Take this opportunity to experience one or more of the live-streamed Masses from your
local Church.

Evening Prayer and Reflection
During Advent there is an opportunity for us to join together for prayer and reflection, which will be
streamed on our Facebook page. Please take time to join us evenings at 6pm by following the link
below:
https://www.facebook.com/ParishStJohn23/
READINGS AVAILABLE
This Sunday’s readings are available to follow during Mass, or to read/print at a later time.
Just click on this link
https://universalis.com/20201213/mass.htm

Church Services TV app
There is now also a Church Services TV app available for Apple and Android devices. This app can be
downloaded free of charge in the usual way.
To find our parish open the app, click on England then View Churches. Scroll down the list of churches
until you find: “St John XXIII Parish, the Catholic Churches in Washington and Penshaw”
Make this your home page and it will be available as soon as you open the app. Instructions on how to
make it your home page can be accessed through a link at the bottom of the opening screen.

Private prayer in the Benedict Partnership
There is an opportunity for private prayer for 30 minutes before Mass on the days Mass is being celebrated. If you have not
booked for Mass, you may be asked to leave the Church if all reserved places at Mass are taken. Thank you for your help
Charity Registration Number: 1143450
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Celebrating Mass Together

Please note the new days and times of Masses
at all our Churches
At the present moment, our Bishops have said that there
is no ‘obligation’ to actually ‘attend’ mass in a church. We
are however, able to join together to celebrate via our
streamed mass, if you find that helpful.
In line with government requirements, if you attend church parishioners MUST wear a face covering. Seating arrangements are
clearly marked; however, accommodation is limited therefore once the maximum number has been reached then no one else will be
able to enter. Note: Please do not arrive for Mass unless you have received confirmation of a place.

Registering for Mass at our Churches
There are now many more opportunities to attend Mass in our Parishes especially during weekdays. Please
do not hesitate to book your place.

If you would like to attend one of our Masses, you must book a place by following one of the links below. To comply with the government
Test and Trace instructions we require all people attending Mass to register their name and contact details. There are two ways to
register:
1.
Click on the link in the newsletter or website and complete the online registration.
2.
For those without internet access there is a dedicated mobile phone where reservations can be made: 07562 653778
(please do not use the parish office telephone number).
3.
Please note that registration for each Mass will open at midnight one week before the Mass and will close at midnight two days before the
date of the Mass. For example the Mass on Sunday 20 December will open for registration at 00:01 on Sunday 13 December and will
close at 23:59 on Friday 18 December. This allows us to produce a register for use by the stewards to record all those who attend the
Mass.

Changes to the Mass Registration Form

You will see that there is a change to the Mass Registration Forms in that you are asked to only book one family bubble per form. If you
are booking for someone not in your household or family bubble then you are asked to complete a separate form for each of them.
We are trying this to see if we can increase the number of places available for each Mass. If there are three or four names booked and
they are from the same household or bubble then we can sit them together without the normal 6ft social distance. This will increase the
number of people in that row. Previously we would have had to reserve three of four individual seats even though on attending church
they will actually sit together.
Contact details for all those attending each Mass need to be entered on the Mass Registration Form for Test and Trace purposes and
writing in contact details slows down the entry process. Please note that these forms are kept for three weeks only - then shredded. This
register will enable us to provide the government Test and Trace team a list of contacts should someone in the congregation be
diagnosed with Covid-19.
Thanks for your understanding and apologies if this creates extra work for you but we are sure you will understand that spaces are limited
and we are trying ways to maximise the number of places for Mass especially on Saturday evening and Sunday morning.
In addition to the Test and Trace system used in church, if you have downloaded the NHS COVID-19 app onto your phone, when you visit
church you will be also be able to check in by scanning a QR code at the church entrance. This will help the NHS to notify you if you have
come into contact with someone who has tested positive for coronavirus at that building. This is something that Places of Worship,
businesses and organisations that are open to the public must do by law to help trace and stop the spread of coronavirus.

Please do not come to church if you are displaying any symptoms of the virus.

Confessions during Advent
All Masses celebrated on Tuesday and Thursday will have the theme of Reconciliation and a Priest
will be available after Mass for the Sacrament of Reconciliation.
In addition, the Sacrament of Reconciliation may be offered by request. Please contact either Fr
Mark, Fr Jim or Fr Martin to arrange.
Charity Registration Number: 1143450
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To Attend Mass

If you wish to attend any Mass please follow the link as indicated below.
For those without internet access there is a dedicated mobile phone number where reservations
can be made: 07562 653778 (please do not use the parish office telephone number).
Mass times and links for the fortnight beginning Sunday 13th December 2020
Day

Church Time

Sunday
SJB
13th December
OLQP

Intention

Link

9.30am The Souls in Purgatory

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/tMn3Cr7IMl

10am

Joan Stobbs

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/MK0MgRmdw-

11am

Ann McDonagh

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/9XndP6EOP3

Monday
OLQP
14th December

10am

Michael McMonigle

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/heW7wyvk4A

Tuesday
OBLI
15th December
St Jos

10am

Anne Cantwell

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/Qp61m6pcIf

7pm

Edmund and Rosanna Booth

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/i0o1T3dn93

7pm

John Walker

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/4ec2qMeUjI

Wednesday
OLQP
16th December
SJB

10am

Leo Coughlin

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/lVw2QJDIrZ

7pm

Gladys and Tom Bell

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/avooX9UWtM

Thursday
OBLI
17th December
OLQP

10am

Ted Green

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/rqamz3bOJ7

10am

Anne Cantwell

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/xRqCEWcRRr

St Jos

Noon

Joseph and Mary Davey

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/A9LvGvgpDz

Friday
SJB
18th December
SB

10am

Priest’s Intention

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/9AYynOmEKT

10am

Joan Curtin

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/N5f7RsuQmg

Saturday
OBLI
19th December
St Jos

10am

David Bentham

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/5ls2_5tcLJ

5pm

Fr Tony Duffy

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/IqYeHqLgGm

5pm

Tom Robinson

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/j7lkoqGM4v

OBLI

SB

SB
Sunday
SJB
20th December
OLQP

9.30am David Lee

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/jKwjZ4p5aW

10am

Terry & June Ford & family

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/7S_ZDim1uB

11am

Ann & Jack Smith & deceased family

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/eUoTx8OHpq

Monday
OLQP
21st December

10am

Bill Craggs

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/8JZD1MhWMh

Tuesday
OBLI
22nd December
St Jos

10am

Michael Farell

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/I_lnpJlU4q

7pm

Mary Sowler

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/EYUMNrvtoL

7pm

Tommy & Joan Moran

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/R_vgBV-ejQ

Wednesday
OLQP
23rd December
SJB

10am

Alan David Roberts

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/zMlyJD-PEM

7pm

Margaret McGarry

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0dHcOqlMXv

Thursday
OLQP
24th December
St Jos

10am

Sheila Hepple

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/jKYHzoSB_D

Noon

Graham Dinning RIP

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/CV8MjKGFAK

Saturday
OBLI
26th December
St Jos

10am

Bernard McCallum

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/43_ag7H6Rr

5pm

Michael Ryder

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/o_uhAdpd5D

5pm

John Graham

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/AlnZW7rX6U

OBLI

SB

SB
Sunday
SJB
27th December
OLQP
OBLI

9.30am Priest’s Intention

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/_4SHtGyt56

10am

Andrew Long

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/UkiRuCEzBv

11am

Mary Graham

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/HJeOPfMe4q

Charity Registration Number: 1143450
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Mass times and links for Christmas Eve Vigil and Christmas Day
Day

Church Time

Thursday 24th
December

St Jos

4pm

Fr Tony Duffy

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/ipKwKVL86H

SJB

5pm

John Frazer

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/qgIHlrYmxG

OBLI

5pm

Children of the Parish

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/tvPjA_opfE

SB

6.30pm People of the Parish

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/0Od5XRuC2V

OLQP

6.30pm Children of the Parish

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/6BQ041GI9t

St Jos

7pm

Brian & Susan Towns

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/hECcI5Xok6

SB

8am

Children of the Parish

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/f3ckAhZdVP

St Jos

9am

Margaret Hattam

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/Y2M-lKd5uk

SJB

9am

People of the Parish

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/TxfAcvOG4c

OBLI

10am

Deceased Hall & Lyons Families

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/FwjMw6NN_-

OLQP

10am

People of the Parish

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/br-Vtry4FG

St Jos

11am

Nicky Barnfather

https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/IsKg76Q2b9

Friday
25th December

Intention

Link

Streamed Christmas Masses
The following Masses will be live streamed on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
Christmas Eve
St John Boste 5pm
Our Lady Queen of Peace 6.30pm
Christmas Day
Our Lady Queen of Peace 10am
Please follow this link to access live streaming of these Masses:
https://www.churchservices.tv/penshaw

Have we lost sight?
God had spent centuries preparing his People for the coming of the Messiah. Isaiah, one of the
greatest of the prophets was working on this around hundreds of years before it happened. But people
had not forgotten, even if they had lost a sense of urgency. This is often the case when people are
preparing for something that looks as if it is never actually going to happen. We lose sight of what is
happening - and may need others to remind us and keep us on track.
•

When have you prepared for something that felt as if it would never come - and who or what kept
you going ?

•

How might this apply to your spiritual life - preparing for something you cannot see or hear or
know but trust will happen?

Think today about the preparations we make in our daily lives - and those we make in our spiritual
ones. Reflect on the similarities and the differences. If there are any particular things you are
preparing for at the moment, look at how to keep your focus - what helps and what hinders.

Charity Registration Number: 1143450
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Keeping in Touch:

As the local restrictions change again and our Churches are opening once
more, it remains vitally important that we are able to update you with further changes through this
newsletter. You can request an issue direct to your email address by clicking on this link below:
https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/7KvL7LbKT4
If you have completed and submitted the request form but are not receiving the newsletter by email please
check you spam or junk folder. If, having checked those folders, there is no sign of the parish newsletter
please submit another form carefully checking the details you have typed before submitting the form.
For many people during recent weeks and months, faith has been greatly supported through the use of
technology. We, like many other parishes, have been able to live stream Mass and have produced this
Newsletter to keep some connection.
This newsletter is also available on our Parish Websites. We know however, that there are many people in
our Diocese who do not have access to the internet. Whenever possible we ask you to print this newsletter
and provide it direct to people that you may know who do not have an internet connection. We are grateful
to you for doing this throughout our partnership.
As a back up to this not being in place, the Diocese has established a central Diocesan prayer resource line.
This phone number, 07375 934713, allows you to leave your name and address and request a posted paper
prayer resource. So if you know of someone who might benefit from this service please pass this
information on.

Prayers for the Sick
or Recently Deceased
It is important that we have the
opportunity to pray for our loved
ones who are sick or indeed, those who have sadly
died. More especially now that there are strict limits
for those attending funerals. The parish community
can help and would like to include those loved ones
in their prayers.
If you would you like to request prayers from the
parish community for someone who is sick, or recently deceased, please follow the links below and
complete the necessary forms. This will enable their
names to be included in private prayer and during
various Masses.
(This is also to comply with Government GDPR instructions.)
For Prayers for the Sick https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/afyRYBHHR8
For Prayers for the Deceased https://forms.churchdesk.com/f/QEabOaHslS
If you would like to include the sick, or recently deceased, in your daily prayers the names are published separately to this
newsletter. They are
also available on our website and will be sent with
this newsletter on a regular basis.
If a request is made for prayers for someone who is
currently sick their name will remain on the list for 4
weeks only. If you would like prayers to continue
please submit another request form.
Charity Registration Number: 1143450
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St Vincent’s Newcastle / Vinnies Café
We are always looking for the following donations:
Ladies, Men’s & Children’s Clothing & Shoes
Handbags and Accessories
Hats, Scarfs and Gloves
New socks and underwear for Ladies, Men and Children
This Christmas we are also going to be providing Christmas Food Hampers and Christmas Gifts for Families
(if you would like to pick up a new toy to donate it would be greatly received).
We will be also running our Vinnies Christmas lunch. A £5 donation would provide a 3 course Christmas
lunch and gift to one of our service users.
Donations can be made via our online Christmas at Vinnies Just Giving page.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/vinnies-christmas

Test and Trace Advice

Please follow this advice if you have been to a parish Mass or funeral recently and have since tested
positive for Covid-19. If you are contacted by Test and Trace then please inform them that you have been
to a church service giving the date and church name. Inform them of the parish office number 0191 416
3583 and say the Parish Administrator will have all the contact details.
It is important that you do not give them the names of any people who were present at that Mass
(especially the priest’s name). Audrey, who has access to all the relevant names and contact details, will
liaise with Test and Trace to make sure everyone is protected in the right way.

Advent Resources from the Vicariate for Faith & Mission
Advent is when the Church re-sets the calendar of our remembering and
celebrating the saving work of Christ. This Advent is more challenging due to the
pandemic. A set of resources have been created by Clergy and Laity from across
the Diocese and are offered as a life-buoy, remedy and prayer book for the days
ahead.
The resources will include; daily video prayer reflections, weekly Advent packs,
weekly Advent videos and signposts to the many rich resources that are available
online.
Are you thinking about running a prayer group during Advent? Find out how we
can support you with access to various resources, training and safeguarding for
prayer group leaders.
Diocesan Church Music Association (DCMA) have produced a compilation of suggestions for suitable
music for the Sundays of Advent.
Please visit the Advent Resources Page
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/prayeradventresources.php
to access these materials, more will be added as they are made available. Do feel free to share and
print these resources out for those without internet access.
Advent reflections from the Diocese are available here:
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/faithandmission/pdfdoc/2020/advent/WK%203%20Advent.pdf
Charity Registration Number: 1143450
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John 1:6-8. 19-28: A Voice Crying in the Desert
So, John the Baptist came as a witness to the light. In today’s gospel reading he seems rather to refuse
witness. He is quite negative, answering with a stalwart and repeated ‘No!’. He witnesses only that
‘There is one standing among you whom you do not know’. It is not always easy to find Jesus. All the
way through the Gospel of John there are misunderstandings about Jesus; people fail to recognise him
for what he is: there’s the Samaritan at the well, Nicodemus in the night, Mary Magdalene beside the
empty tomb, even Peter and the disciples as they fish on the Lake. We can easily become so wrapped
up in our own troubles and worries that we fail to recognise the one figure who can provide the solution
to them, although he is standing among us, the one who ‘has the words of eternal life’. He may come to
us in a way we do not like, as a corrective - blocking or diverting the way we have chosen. He may
come as suffering, disappointment, failure or bereavement. All of these may be acts of God’s love, to
show us the way, though we cannot see it at the time. It is just like John the Baptist, saying steadily
‘No!’, until eventually we turn around and see Christ as our true light.
How can I find Jesus in the crowded events of my busy life? He often comes in unexpected
ways. Is he in the quiet voice of a friend? Is he in the anger of someone I have annoyed? Is he in
the rebuke of someone who knows me better than I know myself? Is he in my failures and
frustrations?
Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB

Forward in Hope
In the summer when life will be better. we are hoping to hold an event with the theme of “Forward in
Hope”, based on Pope Francis’ Encyclical letter Fratelli Tutti.
The planning is in the embryonic stage at the moment but, hopefully, we will soon be able to meet
together to plan in more detail. Until then your creative hands are needed again.
We need lots of flowers made by any method using any materials in any colour. Upcycle if you can ie
use scraps of wool, fabric, plastic etc that can’t be recycled. Make each flower a prayer and let us all
continue to live in hope.
Christmas Candles
Because of the Covid restrictions we are unable to do the Christmas Memorial Candles, as we normally
would. However, we do have a few candles left from last year which we will put out round the small tree
as we have done in the past but they will not have names on them. Together they represent a memorial
for everyone we would like to remember over the Christmas period. God willing we will be able to do
dedicated candles next year.
Scripture Group
Some of you may have heard Fr Jim mention the Tuesday Scripture group and the fact that everyone is
welcome. If you would like to join us you will be most welcome. Simply drop me an email and I will add
you to the circulation list when I send out the zoom meeting details (tony.joy@lambtonpm.co.uk) or drop
me a text with your email address included – 07799 893419.
Hampers for those in need
I am working with a Catholic charity who support significantly disadvantaged families in the West End of
Newcastle. We would like to provide these families with a Christmas hamper of essential items e.g.
shower gel, shampoo, deodorant, sanitary pads, baby wipes etc. Some sweet treats for the children
would also be appreciated. If anyone would like to donate such item could you please leave them at St
John Boste Church at Mass times, before 20 December. Alternately call 4173156 and I will collect
them. Many thanks. Liz Joy.

Charity Registration Number: 1143450
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St Cuthbert’s Care – Advent Alms Appeal
This Advent, as we reflect upon the humility of the Holy Family and of the role we can all play in
supporting marginalised and vulnerable people, we ask you consider supporting the work of St
Cuthbert’s Care.
Please read our appeal by following this link
http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/caritas/pdfdoc/2020/St%20Cuthberts%20Care%202020.pdf
Thank you.

Wake us up Lord!

God of Salvation,
Wake us up Lord!
The night is nearly over.
Let us begin our Advent journey.
Move us from our lives
Of greed and selfishness,
From our globalised world
Of inequality and exploitation,
To your kingdom
Of righteousness and mercy.
To a transformed world,
Where peace is built on understanding not weapons,
The poor are empowered to live their lives to the full,
Businesses are built on need not greed
And your Creation is nurtured not abused.
Wake us up Lord!
Let us live as people of the light.
Amen.
Sue Cooper/CAFOD

Maranatha!

Maranatha!
Open our eyes to the dignity of all people
And our ears to the cries of the earth.
Maranatha!
Let us walk in solidarity with the poor
And cleanse our world from oppression.
Maranatha!
Let us shout out for justice for all
And renew our hope for change.
Maranatha!
The Lord is coming
Let us share the Good News!
Amen.
Sue Cooper/CAFOD

We are never too poor to give to God
When we feel weak and discouraged, with little to give, after failing an exam, losing a job, finding out
we are very ill or near to death, we may feel we have little to offer.
God looks on us like a mother looks on a child who is making awkward efforts to help her.
Jesus sees the intentions of the heart, and values what we offer. Like the snow melts into a river and
every small flake is part of the river, so all we give from the heart becomes part of the big love of God.
We are never too poor to give to God, for what God likes is the gift of the heart.
Charity Registration Number: 1143450
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Parish Finances
It is now over six months since Covid 19 hit our shores and the churches closed. Recently we have gradually been opening up
our churches, albeit with a much reduced capacity, however we are now faced with closure once again, albeit for a month. As
a consequence of the closure of churches, the weekly collections have fallen considerably and the balance in the bank
account, used for our every day finances, has naturally began to decline. As you will be aware there are costs associated with
maintaining and running our Churches which continue during this time. If you are able to take donations to either of the
presbyteries at Our Lady Queen of Peace, St Bede's or St Joseph’s this would greatly assist the parish finances in maintaining
the bank account at a satisfactory level.
You can make your donation by cheque to cover a number of weeks’ contribution. If gift aiding, please write your Gift Aid
number on the envelope so that we can recover the Gift Aid contribution. Gift Aid will continue as normal. If you wish you can
contribute to our parishes by paying by Bank Standing Order. Also, if you are a tax payer you can increase your donation, at
no cost to yourself by signing a gift aid form.
Standing Order forms and Gift Aid forms are available by following these links:
For St John XXIII: https://www.washingtoncatholic.org.uk/Publisher/File.aspx?ID=252350
For St Joseph’s: http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/Standing%20Order%20Form%20and%20Gift%20Aid%20St%20Joseph's%20Birtley.pdf
Completed and signed Bank Standing Order Forms MUST be Sent direct to your bank.
St Joseph’s Gift Aid forms should be emailed to Tracey at Tracey.wilson@live.com
St John XXIII Gift Aid Forms should be emailed to Audrey at sj23office01@gmail.com.
We are deeply grateful for all the support we receive from our congregation, our community and visitors. Thank you
for your help. It is appreciated.

CAFOD World Gifts
World Gifts are CAFOD's alternative charity gifts that transform lives. Perfect for Baptisms, birthdays and
anniversaries, you can choose a unique, virtual gift that will make a real difference to a family living in
poverty. And that warm and fuzzy feeling comes with free delivery!
♥ Choose your gift ♥ Receive a beautifully illustrated card of your chosen gift ♥
Give your personalised posted card to your friend or loved one ♥Transform the
lives of poor families in the developing world with the money you spend on your
gift. Please follow this link to transform lives: https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/

People’s Kitchen—Christmas Shoebox Collection
A sincere thank you to everyone who responded so generously to the appeal for gifts for the homeless.
Over 80 parcels were delivered from parishioners, and from others who heard about the appeal. It was
a privilege to see the love and kindness with which people gave, and which made the collection extra
special in this difficult year. Thank you so much and God Bless.
If you would like to make a donation these can be made by the website or by contacting The People's
Kitchen on tel 0191 2220699.

FOR THE LATEST INFORMATION PLEASE GO TO ANY OF THE FOLLOWING WEBSITES:
Parish of St John XXIII - https://www.washingtoncatholic.org.uk/
Parish of St Joseph’s - http://www.stjosephsbirtley.co.uk/
Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle - http://www.rcdhn.org.uk/
You can find regular prayers, reflections and images on our social media pages throughout the liturgical year.
Use @ParishStJohn23 on Twitter and follow https://www.facebook.com/ParishStJohn23/ on Facebook.
If you have any issues, comments, suggestions, or would like to support this work, please email: SJ23Social@disciples.com.
To post a notice on this Newsletter, please email stjohn23bulletin@gmail.com
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